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CONTACT US 
 
 
 

905-294-1886 
Guidance  x 515 
 
 

markham.dhs@yrdsb.ca 
 
 
DEPARTMENT HEAD 
Gabrielle McGill  (A—Hs) 
gabrielle.mcgill@yrdsb.ca 
 

 
COUNSELLORS 
 

Jim Buie  (Hu—Mo) 
james.buie@yrdsb.ca 
 
Marc Weinstein  (Mu—So) 
marc.weinstein@yrdsb.ca 
 
Anna Flikas   (Sr—Z) 
anna.flikas@yrdsb.ca 

 

 
 

APPOINTMENTS 
Students can make appointments online using Teach Assist.  

●     Have your child log in to their Teach Assist account 
●     Under the sub-heading “Appointment Bookings”    
●     Click on the day and time the student wants to have their appointment  (if the  
        appointment slot is highlighted in blue). If there are no appointments displayed,  
        then you will have to select another day, as all counsellors have been booked for  
        that day.   

 You will see shaded in blue “All open appointments”. Choose the appropriate alpha  
       Guidance counsellor (based on your child’s last name) from the list on the left.  
●     If the student needs to cancel their appointment for any reason, click “cancel”.   
        If your child has any trouble making their online appointment, please let us know.     

Important Upcoming Dates! 

Please check our guidance website for updates: 
http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/markhamdistrict.hs/guidance/Pages/default.aspx 

Midterm Report Cards -   November 20 –22—Semester 1 midterm report 
cards will be issued electronically to students’ GAPPS email accounts.  Students 
are encouraged to download and print their midterm report cards.  
 
Grade 8 Open House  -     November 23, 2023 
 
Full Disclosure Date -   November 29th  
Any courses dropped before this date will not show on a students’ transcript 
and will removed from OUAC/OCAS. 
 
OUAC application deadline —      January 15, 2024 

OCAS application deadline  —      February 1, 2024 (for equal consideration) 

Semester 2 changes will continue to happen until late January.  
Once semester 2 starts, no further changes will be made to timetables. 

http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/markhamdistrict.hs/guidance/Pages/default.aspx


 

 

 

                                          
 

Community Involvement/Volunteering 

  
SCHOLARSHIP INFORMATION 

  
LESTER B PEARSON SCHOLARSHIP              International Students only!   
           https://future.utoronto.ca/pearson/about 
                        Due: November 16, 2023 by 2:50pm 
 
QUEEN’S CHANCELLORS SCHOLARSHIP       Due: November 23, 2023 by 2:50pm 
                       Submit via to Guidance (for school nomination)  
 Note:  You must apply to Queen’s University via OUAC no later than November 20th if you are  
 planning to submit a scholarship application 
 

 

November’s copy of the Scholarship Report is now available!  
https://seekingscholarships.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/TSR-NOV23-FINAL.pdf  
 
Please take a few minutes to read through the report. Please see your counsellor if you have any       
questions. If the PDF requires a password:  scholar58 
 
  

Graduating Students are encouraged to join our Google Classrooms: 
 

    Scholarship Classroom  =   mzcxprd 
 

University Application Google Classroom  =  e5gz2ra 
 

College Application Google Classroom = qsyzgyr 
 

The community involvement graduation requirement is a minimum of 40 hours.   
 
Community involvement is an important educational opportunity that allows students to develop skills and 
gain experiences to become successful and contributing members of society now and in the future.       
Therefore, there will no longer be any hours used for work or any hours done in the home. 
 
 Contact your guidance counsellor if you are unsure if your activity will count. In the event that you do not 
discuss the volunteer activity with your guidance counsellor, then you run the risk of  your hours not 
counting.  

Post-Secondary Information 

https://future.utoronto.ca/pearson/about
https://seekingscholarships.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/TSR-NOV23-FINAL.pdf


 

 

Specialist High Skills Major (SHSM) 

 
                                          
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

SHSM Sectors at MDHS 
 

ARTS & CULTURE  
 

CONSTRUCTION 
 

HEALTH & WELLNESS 
 

HORTICULTURE & LANDSCAPING 
 

NON-PROFIT 
 

TRANSPORTATION 

If you are in grade 12, be sure to work toward completing your red seal requirements (certifications,     
courses in the bundle, reach ahead, experiential learning etc).  
 

UPCOMING FIELD TRIPS 
 
 Standard First AID/CPR Level C   (NOVEMBER 14) 
 For grade 11 students interested in the training but are not currently in SHSM (and are taking or 
 plan to take coop), they can still register for SHSM.  
 Mandatory training for all SHSM students in all sectors. If a student has earned this outside of 
 school, they need to show Mr. Weinstein and they will receive credit toward their SHSM  
  credentials. 
 
 Level Up Skilled Trades Fair   (NOVEMBER 15)  

 Reach Ahead & Experiential Learning: Backpacks are not allowed at the venue! 
 Construction, Horticulture & Landscaping and Transportation Sectors 

Earn a SHSM Red Seal on your OSSD 
 Bundle of credits 
 Sector required certifications  
      (includes mandatory and elective) 
 Experiential Learning 
 Reach Ahead 
 Sector Partnered Experience (ICE training, 

mathematical literacy or coding related SPE) 












